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General JJoseph de Hallenbucg Haller

Poland is fortunate in having had, during her critical period, General
Joseph Haller. A great son, a great patriot! He has served his country
and his God well, and has earned and always will find a warm place in the
hearts of his country men. He, in his own characteristic way, conceived
the independence of Poland as his main purpose of life, and devoted his
great talents to achieve that object. The name Haller is so closely con-
nected with the World War that one cannot be mentioned without recalling
the other. It is not an easy task to present to the reader an accurate, and
life-like image of this extraordinary man, and to disengage his personality
from the mass of details which surrounds his life. Yet, each detail is of
great importance and cannot be omitted. This writing, however, of a single
personage, cannot supply the materials of an adequate, or even a nearly
adequate account of the life of this renowned man.

Joseph Haller was born on August 13, 1873 in Jurczyce, near the city
of age-old reverence and culture, picturesque Krakow, in Poland. The
ancestors of Haller were natives of Tyrol, and belonged to the nobility of
the ancient Republic of Poland, but in the 14th century they migrated to
Krakow. Many of his ancestors held high positions in public, and private
life. His grandfather, Joseph, was President of the Senate of the free
Krakow State; the silver coin, known as “Little Hallers” was the last
money issued by him in the free Poland. Another noted member of the
Haller family was Caesar, an insurgent in the years 1848 and 1863, who
fought for Poland's freedom. He was also a member of the national
government, and later a representative to the Galician Senate and to the
Austrian Parliament. One of the first printing establishments in Poland
belonged to the Haller family. Emperor Leopold confirmed the nobility
of the Hallers, and presented them with their own coat of arms and the
title “de Hallenburg”.

His mother, Olga Treter, was a daughter of Wiktor Treter de Szre-
niawa of Lubomirz, a captain of the Polish Army of 1831, and of the
Baronesse La Sollay de Malescot, from whom he inherited French blood.

The early boyhood days of Joseph were spent in Krakow until 1882,
when his parents migrated to Lwow, where his father, Henry, was engaged
as director of a Credit and Loan Bank. Here in Lwow, Joseph began his
higher education. In 1886, he was transferred to the school of Koszyce,
gh]ell'{e:, together with his Polish schoolmates, he organized the “Klub

olski”.

Ten years later, after the death of his father, in 1888, he continued
his education in Hranice which he finished in 1892.

Ever since his childhood, Joseph was attracted to military life up to
the moment when he flashed across the vision of the world as one of the
greatest generals of his time.

A better opportunity for training later was presented when at the
age of 19, he was enrolled as a cadet in the Military Academy of Vienna,
where he came under the influence of men of fine culture and intelligence.
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General Joseph Haller Reviewing the Army at Saski Square, Warsaw.
General Jozef Haller na Rewji na Placu Saskim w roku 1919.

This change marked the approach of manhood, yet did not deeply affect
his character, but it developed quickly and strongly his potential genius.
He confined himself to military history with intense earnestness; became
one of the most learned of soldiers, and especially pored for laborious
hours over military maps and plans for fortresses, tasks that laid a strong
foundation for his future career. After graduating from the Academy in
1895, he passed the officer’s examination. He won his lieutenancy and
then entered to active service as an officer in the Artillery Corps.

Such was the environment of his boyhood. There was wholesome,
strenuous, useful work to be done, yet, education was the essential. This
was the typical Pole’s life at the time, and it produced strong men for the
period of the crisis.

In 1906 he married Miss Alexandra Sala, daughter of the Marshal of
the County of Brody. Three years later Joseph Haller was advanced to
the rank of Captain, and in 1910 he left the active service in the Austrian
Army, in order to study agriculture. The next step of the aspiring leader
was to try to organize cooperative unions, and he assigned himself to the
task with untiring energy, and with admirable adroitness and persuasive
skill. Later, he led the Scout Movement, the Falcons, and in 1912 he
trained them in military tactics. Through his zealous efforts and interests,
the first convention and maneuvers of the Falcons was held at Lwow, to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Insurrection of Poland.

In 1914, the World War began. General Haller was at this time pre-
paring young Falcons for military service. Since he was a pensioned
Austrian officer, he was bound to first consider her rights and interests,
yet, he sincerely wished to gain Poland’s independence. Automatically, as
it seemed, Haller was called by the Ministry of War to active service.
Due to political influences he was able to relieve himself of the Austrian
service in order to form a volunteer Polish Army.

At this time, from the representatives of the parties of Poland’s inde-
pendence, a General National Committee was formed in Krakow as the
only polish authority. IFrom the eastern section of this National Com-
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mittee, General Haller received official authorization to organize the 2nd
Eastern Brigade of the Legions, whiie Joseph Pilsudski had been organiz-
ing the first brigade.

As commander of the Eastern brigade, Joseph Haller recognized the
BEastern Section of the Polish National Committee as his supreme power,
and because of this he fell in discord with the Austrian authorities, who
from the beginning distrusted the Polish Army. Later, after the Legions
had left Lwow, Colonel Fijatkowski was assigned commander of the brig-
ade by the Austrian authorities, while Haller was left in ccmmanid of the
1st Regiment.

Ever since the birth of the 2nd Brigade, Joseph Haller stood firmly,
because he thought it was a Polish Army and that it had taken 2n oath to
the Polish nation and not to the Emperor of Austria. He believed that this
army would fight only for Poland’s independence. However, he soon dis-
covered that this was impossible, as the 1st Brigade had already taken
the Austrian oath. Soon the parties in the Eastern Section of the Polish
National Committee, under the influence of Roman Dmowski, began to
seriously doubt whether the 2nd Brigade, according to the demand of
Austria, agreed in general with the standards of the Polish nation. Joseph
Haller was faced with a serious problem. The further upkeep of the brig-
ade placed him in conflict with national sentiment, while the disarming of
the brigade would compel thousands of under officers to join the active
service of the foreign Austrian Army. Haller extricated himself from
this delicate situation with military skill. He disbanded the 2nd Brigade
and within the regiment he organized a 2nd Iron Brigade.

He went to the front of the 3rd Regiment of the famous 2nd Brigade,
and rose from the rank of Major to that of Lieutenant Colonel. Haller
justly merited this title. Then followed many battles against the Rus-
sians. In the battle of Rafajlowo in November 1914, Lieutenant Colonel
Haller was wounded and while being carried off the battle field he warned
the soldiers saying: “Do not give up boys”, and “As soon as my wounds
are dressed, I shall return to you”. In spite of the great loss of blood and
crude medical treatment he returned to the battle and by a series of bril-

liant maneuvers he checked the retreat of his army and broke the Russian
attack.

Throughout his military life a marked feature of his record in the
many commands he held was the confidence and trust placed in him by all
who served under him, and the cheerful and prompt obedience that his
orders received. The importance of this feeling among troops he well
understood, and at this period and after, he always sought to inspire and
maintain it. In this manner he was beloved by all his soldiers.

Haller's Regiment, as a fighting unit, was kept under continuous fire
at Rafajlowa and Zielona in the Carpathian Mountains until the attack
of the Austrians on January 31, 1915.

After these gruelling battles, Haller and his regiment rested in Kolo-
myja and here on March 15, 1915, he was advanced to the rank of Colonel
by the Austrians. Now, he decided to have an understanding with the
proper authorities in behalf of his regiment, but mainly, in behalf of Po-
land. First, he traveled to Budapest, then to Vienna, then to the quarters
of the commander of the Austrian armies of Cieszyn, and finallv to the
headquarters of the Legion of Piotrkow. After a conference with the
Commander in Chief, General Durski, Colonel Haller, accompanied by
Major Sikorski, journeyed to Kielce for an understanding with Joseph
Pilsudski. While traveling, Haller had an accident and broke his leg. The
bone was improperly set at the German Hospital at Czestochowa and com-
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plications developed. For a long time Joseph Haller fought with death.
Through his political influence he was transferred to Vienna, where under
the constant care of his wife, he slowly recuperated.

From Vienna, through Krakow, Colonel Haller continued to the Wolyn
front, where Joseph Pilsudski commanded the 1st Brigade; Colonel Kuett-
ner, a Hungarian, the 2nd; and General Grzesicki, an Austrian, the 3rd.

At this time, Colonel Haller had no command, but during one of the
serious battles on the Styr River near Stochod, he hurriedly organized a
column of his own and surrounded Stobychwa at Czeremoszne, where on
the same day, July 15, 1916, he was made a brigadier-general and com-
mander of the 2nd Brigade to succeed Colonel Kuettner.

"The appointment of Brigadier-General Haller in the place of the
Hungarian Colonel was the recognition of the Polish cause by the Austrians,
but it did not prevent the dissatisfaction growing amongst the Legionaires.
Now, more than ever, they strongly demanded the decision in behalf of
the Polish cause and above all, the acknowledgment of the Polish National
Army.

General Puchalski’s position as commander of all three brigades be-
came more and more difficult. He was soon replaced by Colonel Stanislaus
Séeptycki. In the meantime, Pilsudski also lost command of the 1st Brig-
ade.

Now, in reality, began the agitation among the Legionaires to dis-
solve the Legions and to place their resignations. At the end of November,
1916, the 1st Brigade was transferred to Warsaw, and Joseph Pilsudski
became a member of the Council of State. The Legionaires who refused
to take the notorious oath approved by the Council State, were disarmed
and imprisoned at Szczypiorna by the German occupational authorities.
The 2nd Brigade, at the initiative of Joseph Haller, refused allegiance to
the Germans and therefore, was transferred to Przemysl as a Polish Aid
Corps, this title being suggested by Brigadier-General Haller in a famouas
memorial of the Councils of Colonels.

From Przemysl, the Polish Aid Corps, or Haller's Brigade, was led to
the Bukowinski front at Rarancza, where after a certain time, Brigudier-
General Haller received the news of the creation of the Regent Council at
Warsaw by the “will of the monarchs'. Upon receiving this news, which
he read at the front, he immediately wrote to the Council, stating that his
army recognized it as the temporary commanding authority of the Inde-
pendent Government of Poland.

On February 9, 1918, Bolshevik-Russia signed a secret peace ireaty
with the Austro-Germans at Brzesc, where the three hostile forces again
provoked the Republic of Poland. They intended to separate Chelmszezy-
zna from Poland and offer it to the newly formed Ukrainia. This caused
much indignation in the ranks of the 2nd Brigade, as it became evident
that the occupants, contrary to their promises and proclamations, with
reference to the independence of Poland, prepared to perpetrate her fourth
division, It was the general opinion, that the continuance of the Legions
under the Central Powers did not cohere with the dignity of the Polish
Nation.

Brigadier-General Joseph Haller then decided upon a daring exploit,
an act which indicated that a Pole in war for the independence of his
country fears no power no matter how great, and therefore, he did not
fear the power of the Germans. So on February 15, 1918, Bricadier-
General Haller, after discarding all his German and Austrian decorations,
declared open war upon these two powers. After the battle with the
Austrians at Rarancza, General Haller led a part of his 2nd Brigade across
i



the trench line to the east in order to join other Polish formations. Part
of his Brigade was cut off by the Austrians, and therefore, could not
follow their commander. Those who could not break through, were ini-
prisoned by the Austrians, and the famous case at Marmaros-Sziget con-
cluded the period of the Legions’ battles for the independence of Poland,
at the side of the Central Powers.

“Brigadier-General Haller attacked the Austrian front and saved
the Legions’ honor”, wrote Division General Sikorski, who was later to
become famous for his heroic wartime deeds, *“ and his future batt.es with
German Armies at Kaniow tended to confirm, in the eyes of the world,
a feat more perceptible than at present, that the Polish Legions in 1914
marched upon the historically alleged Russian Front for the purpose of
uniting independent Poland.”

On the day that the 2nd Brigade broke through the Austrian lines on
Russian Territory, Brigadier General Haller issued a proclamation to the
Polish nation vowing, in the spirit of Kosciuszko’s address, that the banner
of combat to secure the independence of Poland would not be withdrawn by
the Polish soldier, until such freedom had been obtained. In a separate
letter to the Austrian Emperor, he openly denounced the ignominious
treachery of Austria and Germany towards Poland.

Lacking food and money, Haller and his Brigade encountered many
difficulties while in Ukrainia. The addition of men and materials hamper-
ed their advancement for a short while but, on the other hand, increased
their strength.

Out of the chaos which now reigned in Russia and the Ukrainia, the
polish soldiers organized themselves into two divisions: the first corps
under the command of General Dowbor-Musnicki at Minszezyzna: the
second corps under General Stankiewicz at Soroka, while General Michaelis
began to organize a third Corps at Antoniny. The nearest corps was thut
of General Stankiewicz, which after a few weeks of aimless wandering, in
the middle of March, 1918, was joined by Haller's brigade. After re-
organizing the corps and reintroducing strict discipline, Haller took over
the realms of his 5th Division with the rank of General. Shortly arter-
ward, on April 10,1918, General Stankiewicz retired, leaving the entire
2nd Division under the command of General Joseph Haller.

After taking charge of the 2nd Corps, General Haller issued an ovder
to march at midnight, occupying in turn the towns of Maksymowka and
Human. He intended to unite with the 1st Corps under General Dowbor-
Musnicki. Although the further march of the 2nd Brigade was not ap-
proved by the German Marshal Eichhorn — (who threatening to use force
demanded that they check it,) — nevertheless, General Haller moved on
through Olhopol and Winohrady to Boguslaw.

This was now a march through the territory occupied by the Prus-
sians in Ukrainia, therefore, it required much caution to avoid hidden
German troops. IFollowing the heroic five day battle at Kaniow in May,
1918, Haller hacked his way through the overwhelming superior German
forces. In the meantime, agreements were made through the Regent
Council at Warsaw, which resulted in the Germans guarantee of neutral-
ity to the 2nd Corps. No one suspected that in Germany's promise was
hidden deep treachery. On May 10 and 11, 1918, the German Army
attacked the neighboring villages occupied by General Haller's troops.
There followed a bloody battle. In spite of the Germans 15,000 men, not
considering the artillery and cavalry, 250 were killed and 800 wounded,
while out of Haller’s army of 3,000 only 100 were killed and 200 wounded.
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General Joseph Haller with Marshal Pilsudski, General Iwaszkiewicz and
Col. Starzynski and they reviewed the soldiers of the Polish Army who were
decorated with the Order of Virtuti Militari in Warsaw in 1919.

Defilada Kawalerow orderu Virtuti Militari. Marszalek Pilsudski, General
Jozef Haller, General Iwaszkiewicz i Pulkownik Starzynski w roku 1919.

As the situation was unsolvable and further shedding of blood use-
less, General Haller agreed to the proposed armistice. Taking advantage
of this delayed inactivity of the enemy, he dissolved his Corps, divided
them into smaller groups, and scattered them over Russian territory with
instruction to keep up the fight for their cause.

This occured about the same time that the Germans were launching
the last attack upon the French Front. In order to put over this great
final drive, Hindenburg needed all his reserves from Ukrainia, but could
not withdraw them because he believed Haller commanded a great force.
By engaging the attention of the Germans in Russia, thus preventing
them from joining in the attack on the French front, Haller’'s army was
instrumental in the Allied victory.

After the battle of Kaniow and the sending of Polish armies to places
of security, General Haller was forced to disguise himself before the Ger-
mans, who were anxious for his capture. On May 20, 1918, while hidden
in the home of Hulanick and Boguslaw, he received word from the Polish
military organization and the Inter-Party Circle that he was intrusted with
the command of all the Polish Armies outside of the territory occupied
by the Austro-Prussians.

From Wasylkow, General Haller marched to Kijow and from there to
Moscow, organizing, on his way, Polish armies. In Moscow, he formed a
military commission with Colonel Michael Zymierski as leader, and placed
Colonel Zeligowski in command of the army on Russian territory appoint-
ing him General.

On July 4, 1918, General Haller sailed, with a few officers of the 2nd
Brigade on the English Steamer “City of Marseilles” that he might reach
France through England. On July 12, he arrived at Havre and the follow-
ing day he was greeted by Roman Dmowski in Paris. Immediately, they
visited Premier Clemenceau who said, “My whole ministry is at your com-
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mand General”’. Haller was at once admitted as a member of the Polish
National Committee at Paris, and later elevated to the rank of Commander-
in-Chief of the Polish Armies cn the side of the Allies. Now began the
strenuous and painstaking work for enlarging the Polish Army, part of
which was already in France, organized by the Poles in the T/nited States.
The 1st division of this army was commanded by Colonel Jasinski. He,
under the command of General Gouraud, was engaged in a spirited en-
counter at Champagne. General Haller accepted the command of the first
Division of Polish Infantry at Alsace, and immediately began organizing
Polish armies.

Thousands of volunteers were ¢rawn from all parts of the world.
America sent 24,000, Italy 35,000, France 15,000, England a few thousand,
and even Brazil contributed. The ceneral of the Polish Armies now had
under his command more than 100,000 men divided into seven divisions
comprising artillery, cavalry, a fleet of supply automobiles, camp wagons
and first aid corps and soldiers animated with the highest spirit of pa-
triotism and readiness for supreme sacrifice for their country. This army
of which a part was engaged in many battles with the Germans on the
coalition front up to the time of the complete rout of the German troops,
made it possible for Poland to enter the Peace Conference at Versailles.

Unfortunately, the Polish army could not return at once to Poland
through Danzig after its victory over the Germans, because in Poland as
in France, the elements, sympathizing with the socialistic revolunionists
of Germany exercised their influence. — Being afraid of the “White
Guard”, the Germans, with the aid of England, took advantage of these
sympathies and refused to allow Haller's army to pass through Danzig.
In view of such a situation, the tedious and trying deliberations between
the Polish National Committee and Marshall Pilsudski, between Paris
and Warsaw, were extended from day to day, from week to week.

Foreseeing danger in this delay for the newly gained independence of
Poland, Ignacy Jan Paderewski left America for Poland. A patriot and
a statesman could not be resisted even by opponents, and so after seeing
the enthusiastic reception which Poland prepared for Paderewski, Marshal
Pilsudski decided to intrust to Paderewski the Presidency of the Polish
Cabinet and the office of Secretary of Foreign Affairs. This turn in the
state of affairs enabled Haller's Army to return immediately from France.

Much depended on this hasty return. When in April 1919, General
Haller arrived with his army to the reborn Republic of Poland, the confla-
gration of war spread over the entire eastern front. Now the whole Polish
nation turned to Haller’s army with full confidence and this confidence
was not betrayed.

On May 8, 1919, General Haller took command of the Russian Front
from Pinsk to Karpaty, and with a few concerted attacks defeated the
enemy forces and defended the town of Lwow. Then he delivered “Malo-
polska” from the hands of the Ukrainian rebels who were led by the
German officers.

After the defeat of the Ukrainians, General Haller left for the Silesian
front. In 1920 he cantured Pomerania; on January 21, Torun; and on
February 10, Puck. When he reached the Polish boundary line on the
shores of the Baltic, he and his men gathered on the bank overlooking the
sea. Here, in the presence of all, he took off his ring and threw it into
the calm water. By this simple action, which signified a marriage, so to
speak, he united Poland with the Baltic forever.

In Pomerania, Silesia and other captured cities, he introduced Polish
administrative authorities. Then with renewed vigor he proceeded to
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attack the Germans, but in the midst of this evidently beneficial drive, he
was recalled to Poland.

In the beginning of April 1920, General Haller left on a much needed
furlough to Zakopane, because he declined to assume the responsibility of
the apparent war with Russia, for which Poland was not prepared. Mean-
while, there followed the disastrous retreat of the Polish Army from that
ill-fated expedition cf Jeseph Pilsudski at Kijow to obtain the sceptre for
the Ukrainian leader, Petlura. The news of this great catastrophe at
Kijow spread like a forest fire and immediately the Bolsheviks began to
march against Poland pressing their advances on Warsaw. General Haller
was at once called to this point where he was given orders to organize the
Polish volunteer army and take command of the defense of Warsaw. The
territory under his command comprised the land between the Deblin and
Prussia.

On July 23, 1920, General Haller took charge of the armies on the
northeastern front where he fought two victorious battles on the Bug,
making it possible for an easy return of the Polish Army to Warsaw. Later
he gained another victory called, ‘“The Miracle of the Vistula”, — Cud nad
Wista —. The three outstanding battles at this time were fought at Ra-
dzymin, Nasielsk and Ossow, where the chaplain, Rev. Father John Sko-
rupka met his heroic death.

In 1921 General Haller was named chairman of the Supreme Military
Commission, general inspector of the artillery and later a member of the
Council of War. These positions were honorary and well merited because
of his heroic deeds to gain Poland’s Independence.

General Joseph Haller, a slong as he lives, will always spread his
activities in national and social affairs. At present, he works untiringly
as president of the Red Cross Organization, Polish Scouts and Veterans’
Oreanizations for the invalids. For his valor and deeds he was decorated
with the following orders: White Eagle; Virtuti Militari; Crosg of Valor —
four times —; The High Commandor of the French Honorary Legion; The
French Military Cross with a palm, Commandor of the Italian Crown; and
with the American Orders: “Distinguished Service” ; and the “Cincinnatus”
with the inscription, “omnia reliquit servare rem publicam”, which order
he placed in the museum of the Polish Army at Warsaw in memory of
the comradeship of the Polish and American Armies.

General Haller will always remain, to the Polish nation, the most
honorable example of a pure, sacrificing and unselfish son of Poland. Nu
man ever gained more enduring fame. No character in Polish history
who owed less to his own ambition or design has ever achieved such a
supreme success.

A striking feature in the General's character, and one that has con-
tributed to his success, was the intensity and earnestness with which he
devoted himself to whatever duty might be before him.
~ As a soldier, General Haller possessed to an eminent degree the qual-
ities that are indispensable in a commander who is called on to lead troops
in battle, and who has the right to expect success and victory. He has
shown the ability to think and act promptly and energetically, and secure
cooperation and support for whatever responsibilities his demands have re-
quired. He has demonstrated unmistakable power to impress his will and
personal influence upon all who were under his command.

After the World War and after Poland had gained her independence,
a peaceful future seemed inevitable for this great man, but he continues
to devote his great energy and patriotism to Poland’s progress and in-
fluence as a world power.

REGINA M. KASACZUN.,
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Zurie i Czuny Generala Jazeta Hallera

(Szkic Biograficzny-Historyczny)

Dzieje odradzajacej sie do zycia politycznego Polski w okresie Wojny
Swiatowei, tak Scisle zwiazane sa z Imieniem Generala Jézefa Hallera, ze
to wszystko co dotychczas o Nim razisano, stanowi zaledwie garstke po-
bieznych szkicow, zapiskéw i notatek. Dopiero kiedyS—w przyszlosci, bez-
stronne pidro dziejopisa polskiego pr-ekaze potomnosci nasze] potezna po-
staé i krysztatowy charakter Gcenerala Jozefa Hallera, ktory w dziele od-
budowy “wolnej, zjednoczonej i z dostepem do morza Polski” byt uoso-
hieniem wezystkich naszych narodowych Bohaterow.

J6zef Haller przyszed! na swiat w dniu 13-go sierpnia, 1873 roku w
starym dworku szlacheckim w Jurczycach, majetnosci rodzinnej Hallerow,
znajdujacej sie w poblizu Krakowa. Tam tez spedzil lata swego dziecin-
stwa do roku 1882, kiedy rodzice jezo przenieli sie do Lwowa, gdzie ojciec
Hallera, Henryk byl Dyrektorem Towarzystwa Kredytowego Ziemskiego.

Ro6d Jézefa Hallera pochodzi z Tyrolu, skad przywedrowal do Polski
jeszeze w XIV wieku, osiadajac w Krakowie. Jako patrycjusze, Hallero-
wie byli juz szlachta za czaséw dawnej Rzeczypospolitej Polski. Wielu z
posérod przodkéw Hallera no mieczu zajmowalo wybitne stanowiska w Pol-
sce; dziadek jego, Jozef Haller by Prezydentem Senatu wolnej Rzeczypos-
politej Krakowskiej, a wydane przez niego w roku 1835-tym srebrne “hal-
lerki”, byly podéwczas ostatniemi pieniadzmi w wolnej Polsce wydanemi;
stryi za§ jego, Cezary Haller, powstaniec z 1848 i 1863 roku byl Czlonkiem
Rzadu Narodowego, a pézniej Postem do Sejmu Galicyjskiego i do Parla-
mentu Austriackiego. Cesarz Leopold potwierdzil szlachectwo rodu Hal-
leréw. nadajac mu herb wlasny i przydomek “‘de Hallenburg”.

Matka Jozefa Hallera, Olga z Treteréw, byla corka Wiktoryna z Lubo-
mirza Tretera. herbu “Szreniawa”, Kapitana Wojsk Polskich z 1831 roku
i Baronéwny La Sollay de Malescot, po ktorej odziedziczyl on w zyviach
krew francuska.

We Lwowie rozpoczal Haller wyzsze nauki w jednem z tamteiszych
Gimnaziéw, skad w roku 1886 przeniesiono go do Szkoly Realnej w Koszy-
cach, gdzie wesp6l z uczniami-polakami zalozy! “Klub Polski'.

W dwa lata po $mierci ojea t. j. w roku 1888-mym Haller przeszedl
do Wyzszej Szkoty Realnej w Hranicach. ktora skonczyl w roku 1892-gim,
poczem udal sie na studja artyleryjskie do Wojskowej Akademji Technicz-
nej we Wiedniu.

Po skoniczeniu w 1895 roku studjéw artyleryjskich, zlozyl egzamin ofi-
cerski i w stopniu Podporucznika przydzielony zostal do 11-go Pulku Arty-
lerji we Liwowie.

W tym czasie zaszla wazna zmiana w zyciu prywatnem Hallera—za-
lctada bowiem gniazdo rodzinne, zeniac sie w roku 1906-tym z panna Alek-
sandra Sala, corka Marszalka Powiatu Brodzkiego. Zdobywszy w roku
1909-tym mominacje na Kapitana, w rok pdézniej opuszcza szeregi Armji
Austrjackiei i osiedla sie na roli, gospodarujac w majatku Wysocko pod
Brodami. Réwnoczednie rozwija w tym okresie szeroka dzialalnosé¢ kul-

g [~ S




Rewja na Placu Saskim. Stoi na pierwszym planie General Francuski, Prezy-
dent Wojciechowski, General Jozef Haller i General Leéniewski, minister wojny.

General Joseph Haller standing rigidly at attention as the brave legions
of the Polish Army marched in review before President Stanislaus Wojcie-
chowski of Poland, Gen. Gouraud of the French High Command and Cen.
Lesniewski, Polish minister of war.

turalno-spoleczna, zywo interesujac sie ruchem wojskowym wsréd milo-
dziezy. Ze za$§ nie zbywalo mu na bystrosci spostrzegawczej—ze przewidy-
wal juz nadciagajaca burze konfliktu europejskiego, wiec tez z cala mio-
dziencza energja zabral sie juz od roku 1912-go do organizowania mlodzie-
zy polskiej w Sokole Macierzy we Lwowie, a nastepnie jako Naczelny In-
struktor Wojskowy Zwiazku Sokolego do militarnego szkolenia wszystkich
jej druzyn. Pod jego tez kierownictwem i dowddztwem odbytl sie w roku
1913-tym we Lwowie Wszechpolski Zlot Sokolstwa i éwiczenia wojskowe
na bloniach Zamarstynowskich, dla uczcezenia Piecdziesiecioletniej Roczni-
cy Powstania Polskiego.

Wybuch Wojny Swiatowej w roku 1914-tym zastaje Jozefa Hallera
przy tej wlasnie pracy nad przysposobianiem wojskowem Sokolstwa. Jako
spensjonowany oficer austrjacki, zostal on automatycznie powolany przez
Ministerstwo Wojny do czynnej sluzby, dzieki jednak wplywom politycz-
nym, udalo mu si¢ uzyskaé zwolnienie od tej stuzby, a to dla zajecia sie
formacja ochotniczych oddzialéw polskich.

W tym czasie, z przedstawicieli Stronnictw Niepodleglosciowych wy-
loniony zostal w Krakowie Naczelny Komitet Narodowy, jako jedyna wila-
dza polska; pod kierownictwem za$ politycznym Sekeji Wschodniej tego
Naczelnego Komitetu Narodowego Jézef Haller formuje Legjon Wschodni,
podczas gdy Legjon Zachodni formowany byl pod dowédztwem Joézefa
Pitsudskiego.

Jako Komendant Legjonu Wschodniego, Jézef Haller za najwyzsza
swoja wladze uwazal tylko Sekcje Wschodnia Naczelnego Komitetu Naro-
dowego, przezco odrazu narazil sie¢ wladzom austrjackim, ktére od samego
Juz poczatku z nieufno$cia odnosily sie do wojska polskiego. Doszlo do
tego, ze po wyjéciu Legionu Wschodniego ze Lwowa, przy reorganizac)i
lego w Jasle, zglosil sie naznaczony juz bezposrednio przez Austrjakéw na
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dowodce Legjonu Putkownik Fijatkowski, podezas gdy Hallerowi zostawio-
no komende tylko Pierwszego Pulku.

Od poczatku juz formowania Legjonu Wechodniego stal zaweze Hal-
ler mocno przy tem, ze bedzie to Wojsko Polskie ktére, przysiega tylko Na-
rodowi Polskiemu, a nie cesarzowi austrjackiemu i 7e walczyé ono bedzie
tvlko o wolno§é Polski, a nie o interesy Austrji. Kiedy jednak vtrzyma-
nie tego programu wobec stanowiska wladz austrjackich stawalo sie nie-
mozliwem; kiedy Legjon Zachodni dowodzony przez Jézefa Pitzudckiego
zlozyl juz wowcezas przysiege cesarzowi austrjackiemu i kiedy Stronnictwa
Narodowe w Sekeji Wechodniej Naczelnego Komitetu Narodowego pod
wplywem Romana Dmowskiego zaczely mocno watpi¢. czy istnienie Legjo-
nu Wschodniego w mys$l postulatéw austrjackich godzi sie wogdle ze sta-
nowiskiem polsko-narodowem—Jdézef Haller znalaz! sie w nadzwyeczaj trud-
nem potozeniu. Utrzymanie dalsze Legjonu stawialo go w konflikt z su-
mieniem narodowem, rozwigzanie za$ Legjonu zmuszalo tysiace podko-
mendnych mu legjonistéw do stuzby czynnej; w obcej armji austrjackiej.
Z konfliktu tego wybrnal on jednak w ten snosdb, Ze rozwiazal Legjon
Wechodni, ale oddzialy wchodzace w sklad jego staly sie nastepnie zaczat-
kiem Drugiej Brygady Legjonéw, zwanej Karpacka lub Zelazna.

Jako dowoddea Baonu, a nastepnie Trzeciego Putku Piechoty Legjondow,
zostal Jozef Haller w dniu 31-go pazdziernika 1914 roku awansowany na
Majora, a 15-go listopada tegoz roku na Podpulkownika. W tym tez cha-
rakterze brat on udzial w walkach przeciw armji rozyjiskiej, broniac przy-
teczy Pantyrskiej i staczajac ze swym Putkiem szereg krwawych bitew. W
bitwie pod Rafajlowa, w listopadzie 1914 roku zostal on ranny w prawe
ramie i pachwine, a kiedy go unoszono z pola bitwy upominal swoich zolnie-
rzy : “Nie dajcie sie chtopey, a skoro mnie opatrza, zaraz tu do was wrdce”.
I rzeczywiScie—pomimo uplywu krwi, po opatrunku kazatl sie wsadzi¢ na
konia i powrdcit do swych chtopcéw, aby wlasnie w ostatniej chwili naka-
zany juz odwrot wstrzymaé i moskiewski atal zlamaé. Wysilek ten prze-
ptacil oczywiscie zakazeniem krwi i chorobg, ale sie wyleczyt i dowddztwa
z rak nie wypuscil.

Putk Hallera, jako jednostka bojowa, utrzymat sie pod ciaglvm ogniem
w Karpatach—w Rafajlowej i Zielonej na wysunietej pozycji az do dnia
31-go stycznia 1915 roku, czyli do czasu ofenzywy austrjackiej.

Po niestychanie uciazliwej i krwawej kampanji, dostal sie wreszcie
Haller wraz ze swoim Pulkiem na diuzszy postéj do Kolomyi i tutaj do-
wodztwo austrjackie mianowalo go Pullcownikiem dnia 15-20 marca 1915 r.

Korzystajac z dluzszej przerwy w akeji wojennej, postanowil Putkow-
nik J6zef Haller porozumiec sie z czynnikami miarodajnymi w sprawie swo-
Jej Brygady i wogdle w sprawie polskiej. Wyjechal wiec naprzéd do Buda-
pesztu, potem do Wiednia, dalej do kwatery Naczelnego Dowddztwa Woisk
Austrjackich do Cieszyna, a wreszcie do Glownej Komendy Legjonéw w
Piotrkowie.

Po konferencji z gtéwnym Dowddca Legjonu Gen. Durskim, wyvruszy!
Jozef Haller w towarzystwie Majora Sikorskiego w Kieleckie, dla porozu-
mienia sie z Jozefem Pilsudskim, ktéry znajdowal sie wéwezas ze swoja
grupa nad Nida—i oto w podrézy tej ulegl wypadkowi zlamania nogi w
dwdch miejscach. Ztamana noge zle mu zlozono w niemieckim szpitalu w
Czestochowie, noga opuchla, wytworzyl sie skrzep pod sercem, nastapily
komplikacje, chory diugo walczyl ze Smiercia i dopiero we Wiedniu, dokad
dzieki wptywom politycznym—pod opieka zony udalo sie go przewiezé, za-
czal zwolna przychodzi¢ do zdrowia

Z Wiednia przez Krakéw wyjechal Pulkownik Jézef Haller do tak zwa-
nego Legjonowa na froncie Wolynskim, gdzie Pierwsza Brygada dowodzil
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Rewja Wojskowa na Placu Saskim na Cze$é Generala
Jozefa Hallera r. 1919.

Review of the Polish Army in the Warsaw Public Square
by General Joseph Haller in 1919.

Jozef Pilsudski. Druga Brygada wegierski Pulkownik Kuettner, a Trzecia
Brygada austrjacki Generat Grzesicki.

Haller narazie nie miat zadnej komendy, ale ze rozpoczela sie tu po-
wazna bitwa nad Styrem, a nastepnie cofanie sie w poplochu na linje Sto-
chodu, wiee w tym ogélnym rozgwardjaszu zorganizowal on sobie napred-
ce wlasna kolumne, ktéryg obsadzit Stobychwe pod Czeremosznem, gdzie tez
15-go lipca 1916 roku, Pulkownika Jézefa Hallera zamianowano Brygadje-
rem i Dowddea Drugiej Brygady w miejsce Pulk. Kuettnera.

Nominacja Brygadjera Hallera w miejsce Wegra byla ustepstwem ze
strony wladz zaborezych dla Polakéw, ale nie zazegnalo to niezadowolenia
corazto bardziej szerzacego sie wéréd Legjonistéw. Teraz bowiem zaczeli
oni coraz ostrzej i natarczywiej domagac sie decyzji w sprawie polsgkiej, a
przedewszystkiem traktowania ich jako Wojska polsko-narodowego.

Stanowisko Gen. Puchalskiego, ktory z ramienia rzadu austrjackiego
mial wéwezas naczelne dowddztwo nad wszystkiemi trzema Bryvgadami,
stawalo sie coraz trudniejsze—zastapi! go wiec wkrétce Putkownik Stani-
staw Szeptycki, a Jozefowi Pitsudskiemu odebrano wkrétce potem komende
Pierwszej Brygady, zarzucajac mu rozne bledy strategiczne i ignorowa-
nie wyzszych rozkazow,

_ Teraz rozpoczela sie na dobre w Legjonach agitacja za ich rozwiaza-
niem i podawaniem sie do dymisji. Z koncem listopada 1916 roku zostala
Przeniesiona Pierwsza Brygada i Komenda Legjonéw do Warszawy, a Jozef
Pilsudski zostal czlonkiem Rady Stanu. Po slynnej przysiedze, kiedy tych
Legjonistéw ktérzy nie cheieli skladad przysiegi uchwalonej przez Rade
Stanu, okupacyjne wladze niemieckie rozbroily i uwiezily w Szczypiérnie,
Druga Brygada za inicjatywa Hallera wypowiedziala postuszenstwo Niem-
com, w rezultacie czego przeniesiona zostala do Przemysla Jjako Polski Kor-
pus Posilkowy, ktéra to nazwe zainicjowal Brygadier Haller w slynnym
memorjale Rady Pultkownikéw.

Z Przemysla skierowano 6w Polski Korpus Positkowy czyli Brygade
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Hallera na front Bukowinski pod Rarancze, gdzie po pewnym czasie otrzy-
mal Brygadjer Haller wiadomosé, o powolaniu do zycia “wola monarchow”
Rady Regencyjnej w Warszawie. Wiadomosé te odezytal on przed fron-
tem i wyelat adres do Rady Regencyjnej zaznaczajac, ze wojsko jego uwa-
7a ja za tymeczasowa wladze naczelna niepodleglego Panstwa Polskiego.

Dnia 9-go lutego 1918 roku, Rosja teraz juz bolszewicka, zawarla od-
rebny pokoj z Austro-Niemcami w Brzesciu nad Bugiem, gdzie trzej ci dra-
piezey znowu targneli sie na calo$¢ Rzeczypospol t2j Polski. Po:tanowili
bowiem oderwaé¢ od Polski—przesiaknieta krwia meczennikéw—Chelm-
szczyzne 1 oddacé ja ad hoc stworzonej Ukrainie. Wywolalo to w szeregach
Drugiej Brygady oburzenie bez granic—stalo sie bowiem jasnem, ze oku-
panci wbrew Ewym obietnicom i mok]amaciom odno’snie niepodleglosci Pol-
ski, zabrali sie do czwartego je] podzialu. Tote? ws-yscy zrozumieli. Ze
dalsze po*'o=ta.wanle Legjonéw przy Centralnych Mocarstwach nie licuje z
godnoicia Narodu i Zolnierza Polskiego.

Brygadjer J6zef Haller zdobywa sig¢ wtedy na czvn smiatv—czyn, kto-
ry wykazal, ze Polak w walce o menodleﬂobc Ojczyzny nie uleknie sie zad-
nej notegi a wiec i potegi niemieckiej. Oto bLowiem w dniu 15-go lutego
1918 roku, Brygadjer Haller odrzuciwszy wszy:tkie ordery austrjacko-nie-
mieckie, wypowiada otwarta wojna tym dwom zaborczym panstwom i, po
stoczeniu pod Rarancza bitwy z Austrjakami, przerzuca sie z czescia swej
DlugleJ Brygady przez linje okopdw na wschaéd, azeby polaczyé sie z istnie-

jacemi tam wolskoweml fmmaqaml polskiemi. Czes¢ Brygady Hallera od-
Clell Austrjacy, nie mogla wiec DO]SC za SWym w odzem. Wezysey ci, ktor AY
nie zdolali przebié¢ sie przez linje nieprzyjacielska oswiadczyli, Ze solidary-
zuja sie z czynem swego Wodza Hallera, wobec czego zostali rozbrojeni i
internowani na Wegrzech, a stynny proces w Marmaros-Sziget, zakonczyl
okres walk Legjonéw o niepodlegltos¢ Polski przy boku Panstw Centralnych.

“Jozef Haller uderzajac na front austrjacki, uratowal honor Legjo-
now”’—pisat poézniej wstawiony czynami wojennymi Gen. Dywizji Wiady-
staw Sikorski, “a jego pozniejsze walki z wojskami niemieckiemi pod Ka-
niowem, stwierdzily wobec calego Swiata czynem latwiej zrozumianym
anizeli dotychczasowe, ze Legjony Polskie wyruszajac w pole w roku 1914-
tym, poszly na historyeznie uzasadniony przeciw-rosyjski front—nie w
imie takiej, czy innej orjentacji, lecz pod haslem zjednoczenia niepodlegte]
Polski”.

W dniu przebicia sie Drugiej Brygady przez wojska austrjackie na te-
rytorjum rosyjskie, Brygadjer Jozef Haller wydal odezwe do Narodu Pol-
skiego, Slubujac mu w duchu odezwy Kosciuszkowskiej, ze sztandaru walki
o niepodlegltosé Ojczyzny zolnierz polski nie opusci 1 ze broni nie zlozy, do-
poki gmach wolnego Panstwa Polskiego sie nie dZwignie—zas do cesarza
austrjackiego oglosil list osobisty, pietnujacy haniebna zdrade Austrji i
Niemiec wobec Polgki.

Ciezkie chwile przezywala Brygada Hallera na Ukrainie: brak zyvwno-
sci 1 pieniedzy, a takze lacznosei z innemi oddzialami polskiemi w wysokim
stopniu utrudniaty posuwanie sie naprzéd. Mimo tych m?evl\éd Pl\gﬂdd
stale wzrastata na sitach zaréwno pod wzgledem iloSei ludzi jak i materja-
low wojennych.

W niestychanem zamieszaniu, jalie w Rosji i na Ukrainie woéwczas pa-
nowalo, zolnierze polscy z wwll IL‘I ale juz rozbitej armji rosyjskiej zgrupo-
wali sie w dwéch korpusach: w Korpusie Pierwszym Gen. Dowbhér-Muéni-
cklego w Minszezyznie, w I\mpuuw lhu"lm Gen. Stankiewicza w Sorokach
i w formujacym sie Korpusie Trzecim Gen. Michaelis w Antoninach. Naj-
blizezym hyl I\o!pm Gen. Stankiewicza i ntn po kilku tygodniach uciazli-
wej tulaczki t. j. w polowie marca 1918 roku udato sie Brygadjerowi Hal-
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Zawody Harcerskie w Parku Sobieskiego w Warszawie w r. 1919.

Gen. Haller reviewing the Polish Boy Scouts at Sobieski Park, Warsaw in 1919.

lerowi potaczyc¢ z tym korpusem. Zreorganizowawszy go 1 zaprowadziwszy
w nim dyscypline—ktérej ani sladu tam nie zastal—objat dowddztwo pig-
tej jego dywizji w stopniu Generala. a ze General Stankiewicz wkrotce
usunat sie 1 wyjechal, wiec caty Drugi Korpus w dniu 10-go kwietnia 1918
roku przeszed! pod rozkazy Generata Jozefa Hallera.

Objawszy dowé6dztwo Drugiego Korpusu, General Haller wydal rozkaz
marszu na poinoc, zajmujac kolejno Maksyméwke i Human. Postanowil
on potaczyé sie z Pierwszym Korpusem Gen. Dowbér-Musnickiego, totez
chociaz dalszy marsz Drugiego Korpusu nie podobat sie niemieckiemu Mar-
szatkowi Eichhornowi—ktéry domagat sie wstrzymania go, grozac uzyciem
sity—to jednak General Haller posuwal sie dalej przez Olhopol i Winohra-
dy do Boguslawia.

~ Byt to juz marsz przez terytorjum okupacji pruskiej na Ukrainie, a
wiec wymagatl olbrzymiej ostréznoSci i unikania krzyzéwek kolejowych,
gdzie zwykle zgrupowane byty silne oddziaty niemieckie. W ten sposéb
Korpus Generala Hallera dotarl w okolice Kaniowa, gdzie tez roztozy?l sie
obozem. Rozpoczely sie z Niemcami pertraktacje za poSrednictwem Rady
Regel}cy_jnej w Warszawie, ktére zakonczone zostaly zagwarantowaniem

rugiemu Korpusowi neutralnosci. Nikt wtedy nie przypuszczal, ze w gwa-
rancji niemieckiej kryje sie zwykla zdrada. I rzeczywiscie—w nocy z 10go
na llgo maja 1918 roku wojska niemieckie zdradziecko napadly na gra-
niczne wsie, zajete przez wojska Generata Hallera. Wywiazal sie krwawy
héj, w ktorym przez 24 godzin gralo 30 armat. Pomimo, ze Niemcy wy-
stapili w sile 15,000 bagnetéw, nie liczac artylerji i kawalerji, a General
Halle_r miat tylko 3,000 Zotnierzy frontowych, to jednak straty po stronie
polsk}eJ wyniosty okolo 100 zabitych i 200 rannych, podezas gdy Niemcy
stracili 250 zabitych i przeszlo 800 rannych.

Sytuacja byla bez wyjscia, a dalszy przelew krwi bezcelowy. Totez
Generat Haller zgodzil sie na zaproponowane mu zawieszenie broni, a uzy-
Ska}}Y tem zawieszeniem czas wykorzystal on w ten spos6b, ze rozwiazat
SW0) Korpus, a rozdzielajac go na mniejsze zakonspirowane grupy, poroz-
sytat je po terytorjum Rosji. ;




Dzialo sie to w czasie ostatnie) ofenzywy niemieckiej na froncie fran-
cuskim. Hindenburg potrzebowal na gwalt wszystkich rezerw, ale nie mégl
sobie pozwoli¢ na wycofanie wojsk niemieckich z Ukrainy i przetranspor-
towanie ich do Francji—sadzil bowiem, ze General Haller zbyt wielkiemi
sitami tam rozporzadza. Cala wigc kampanja Generala Hallera na tylach
armji niemieckiej na wschodzie—absorbujac znaczne sily austro-pruskie—
przyczynila sie do kleski Panstw Centralnych we Francji.

Po boju Kaniowskim i rozestaniu wojska polskiego w bezpieczne miej-
sca, General Haller musial w przebraniu ukrywaé sie przed Niemcami—
pragnacymi za wszelka cene dostaé go w swoje rece—w domu panstwa Hu-
lanickich w Bogustawiu, gdzie dnia 20-go maja 1918 roku, w porozumie-
niu z Polska Organizacja Wojskowa 1 Kolem Miedzypartyjnem, powierzo-
no mu dowédztwo wszystkich Wojsk Polskich poza terenem okupacji Aust-
ro-Pruskiej.

Z Wasylkowa udal sie General Jozef Haller do Kijowa, a stad ao Mos-
kwy, organizujac weszedzie po drodze placéwki i zbrojne oddzialy polskie.
W Moskwie powotal do zycia Komisje Wojskowa, majaca rozwinaé dzialal-
nos¢ werbunkowa. Szefostwo tej Komisji Wojskowej powierzyl Putk. Mi-
chatowi Zymierskiemu, a zastepstwo w dowddztwie na terenie Rosji Put-
kownikowi Zeligowskiemu, mianujac go Generalem, sam za$ udal sie na
Murman, gdzie na mocy zawartego ukladu z angielskiem dowédztwem, zor-
ganizowal samodzielno-bojowy oddzial polski. Dnia 4-go lipca 1918 roku,
wydawszy ostatnie rozkazy, General Haller wsiadl z kilku bliskimi sobie
oficerami z bylego Drugiego Korpusu na statek angielski “City of Marseil-
le” aby przez Anglje dosta¢ sie do Francji.

Dnia 12-go lipca jest juz w Havrze, a nastepnego dnia w Paryzu. “Spa-
dte§ nam Generale jak z nieba”, powital go Roman Dmowski. “Cale moje
ministerjum jest na twoje ustugi Generale”—powiedzial stary “tygrys”
Premier Clemenceau, podczas pierwszej wizyty u niego, Generala Hallera
z Romanem Dmowskim. Natyvchmiast tez zaliczono Generala Hallera do
liczby Czlonkéw Polskiego Komitetu Narodowego, a w porozumieniu z cala
Ententa przeprowadzono nominacje jego na Gléwnodowodzacego wszyst-
kich Wojsk Polskich, walczacych po stronie Aljantow.

Teraz rozpoczela sie wytezona i planowa praca nad powiekszaniem
Armji Polskiej, ktérej zaczatkiem byly juz liczne oddzialty polskie we Fran-
cji, zorganizowane przez Wychodztwo Polskie w Stanach Zjednoczonych,
z ktérych Pierwszy Pulk Strzelcéw Polskich pod wodza Pulkownika Jasin-
skiego odebral juz chrzest krwawy na polach Szampanji w grupie Armji
Generala Gouraud, o czem swiadezy — dotychezas nieuporzadkowany —
cmentarz polski w St. Hilaire le Grand niedaleko Reims, gdzie wsrdod po-
legtych bohateréw Polakéw Amerykanskich znajduje sie grob Porucznika
Chwalkowskiego.

General Joézef Haller przyjawszy dowédztwo nad Pierwsza Dywizja
Strzelcow Polskich na froncie Alzackim, zabral sie energicznie do organizo-
wania Armji Polskiej. Sciagano tysiacami ochotnikéw ze wszystkich nie-
mal stron Swiata. Z Ameryki przyslano ich 24.000: z Wioch 35,000; z
nbozéw francuskich okolo 15,000—przybylo ich sporo z Anglji a nawet z
Brazylji tak, ze Gléwny Wadz Blekitnej Armji Polskiej mial juz pod swy-
mi rozkazami stu-tysieczna armje, podzielona na pelnych siedm Dywizyj,
z artylerja, kawalerja, lotnictwem, zapasem automobilowym, taborami i
canitarjatem—zolnierz zas przejety wybitnie polskim duchem i gotowoscia
do najwyzszych ofiar dla Ojezyzny. Armja ta, ktérej cze§é brata udzial we
walkach z Niemcami na froncie koalicy inym az do chwili zupelnego zala-
mania sie frontu niemieckiego, umozliwila udzial Polski w Kongresie Po-
koju Wersalskiego.

T




S ——

I
I
PIE

Uroczystosé powrotu Wojsk Polskich po zwyciestwie nad Bolszewikami
w roku 1921. Siedza: Premjer Witos, Maiszalek Pilsudski, General Sosnkow-
ski 1 General Haller,

General Joseph Haller with high civil and military officials reviewing the
Polish Army on its relurn from its viclorious campaign against the Bolsheviks
in 1920. With Gen. Haller is seen Premier Witos, Marshal Pilsudski, General
Sosnkowski.

Niestety! Ta stu-tysieczna Armja Polska nie mogla p6jéé odrazu przez
Gdansk do Polski po zwyciestwie nad Niemcami, gdyz tak w Polsce jak 1
we Irancji, zywioly sympatyzujace z socjalna rewolucja niemiecka zazna-
czyly swéj wplyw, obawiajac sie “bialej gwardji’’, Niemcy zas sympatje
te—przy pomocy Anglji—dobrze wyzyskaly, sprzeciwiajac sie ladowaniu
Armji Hallera w Gdansku. Totez mozolne i uciazliwe pertraktacje miedzy
Polskim Komitetem Narodowym a Marszatkiem Pilsudskim—miedzy Pa-
ryzem a Warszawa przeciagaly sie z dnia na dzien, z tygodnia na tydzien.

Przewidujac w zwloce tej niebezpieczenstwo dla swiezo zdobyte] nie-
podleglosei Ojczyzny, Mistrz Ignacy Jan Paderewski wyjechal osobiscie z
Ameryki do Polski. Urokowi tego wielkiego Meza Stanu i Patrjoty nie mo-
gli oprze¢ sie nawet jego przeciwnicy—widzac zreszta, jak entuzjastyczne
przyjecie zgotowal Mu Nardéd Polski. Totez Naczelnik Pilsudski zdecydo-
wal_ sig na powierzenie Paderewskiemu Prezydjum Rady Ministréow oraz
teki Ministra Spraw Zagranicznych, wobec czego i przyjazd Armji Hallera
z Francji do Polski dal sie juz szyblio przeprowadzié.

A przeciez na pospiechu tym tyle zalezalo.... Kiedy bowiem w kwietniu
1919 roku, General Haller przybyl na czele swych blekitnyeh zolnierzy do
odrodzonej Rzeczypospolitej, pozoga wojenna objela juz caly wschéd, be-
dac niezwykle grozna na odcinku Malopolgki wschodniej. Oczy i serca ca-
lego narodowo-uswiadomionego ogélu w Polsce zwrocily sie wowezas na te
Hallerowska Blekitna Armje z pelnem zaufaniem. I zaufania tego Armja
Hallera nie zawiodta. i '

Dnia 8-go maja 1919 roku objal Generat Haller dowédztwo nad calym
frontem ruskim od Pinska az po Karpaty i kilku szybkiemi i skoncentro-
wanemi uderzeniami rozbil sily nieprzyjacielskie, obronil Lwow i wyvzwolil
caly wachodnia Malopolske z wojsk 1 band ukrainskich, wspomaganych
Drzez niemieckich oficeréw z Armji Austro-Wegierskiej. B
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